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President Keith 
Team two topics this month: (1) Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and (2) Reduction of Service at 
Military Treatment Facilities (MTF). 
Team, the Coronavirus (COVID-19) has tak-
en center stage in our lives over the last 30 
days. I personally was almost a victim when 
I flew out of Paris on March 12th.  I was two 
hours away from becoming a member of the 
French Foreign Legion, just kidding.  Need-
less to say being informed at 3 AM that my 
stay had been extended by 30 days definite-
ly raised my blood pressure. Fortunately, af-
ter a 10-hour flight, I landed safely at Harts-
field International airport. Now that the coun-
try is ramping up safety measures to ensure 
the virus does not spread, we must do our 
part by following all the guidelines. Another 
area we need to be aware of is our fellow 
veterans who are living alone and might not 
have family close by.  We can give them a 
call or stop by to visit if we can. Since the 
majority or our chapter members are over 
the age of 65, we have decided to cancel the 
monthly luncheons until conditions improve. I 
think this is the right thing to do since older 
people are more susceptible to effects of 
COVID-19.  I would recommend everyone 
get on the internet and find out way to re-
duce your chances of catching the virus. 
These are exciting times, but together we 
will get through it.   
 

April 2020 E Connection 

 Membership is open to anyone who holds, or has ever held, a commission or warrant in any component of 

the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, Public Health Service or the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and their surviving spouses.  

Thoughts and prayers go out to our 
first responders and health care pro-
viders as they deal directly with the 
Coronavirus Pandemic. Also prayers 
remain for National, state, and local 
leaders as they continue to address 
a multitude of issues from this pan-
demic 

Adjusted 2020 timeline  

Luncheon dates, unknown 

MLB Opening, unknown 

April 1, 2020, personal census data 
due 

April 3, 2020 Georgia Primary 

May 8-9 2020, No GAMOAA Meet-
ing 

July 15, 2020, Federal and State 
taxes due 

October 23-25, 2020, GAMOAA 
Convention, Athens, GA 

November 3, 2020, General Election 
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Next topic ï A proposal for reducing services at 
military treatment facilities will affect about 
84,000 active duty family members and 110,000 
military retiree beneficiaries. The plan was de-
tailed in a DoD report to Congress released Feb 
19. Congress is concerned the Military Health 
System (MHS) has prioritized the delivery of 
peacetime health care to the detriment of its 
combat casualty care capability and mandated 
several changes to the system aimed at main-
taining uniformed medical providersô critical 
medical readiness skills. While MOAA supports 
the objective of enhanced medical readiness, 
they fear some beneficiaries may encounter ac-
cess challenges when seeking civilian care ï de-
spite DoDôs best efforts to ensure adequate med-
ical capacity in communities surrounding down-
sized MTFs.  
Retirees and their families transitioned to civil-
ian care will face higher out-of-pocket costs via 
copays ranging from $20 for primary care visits 
to $31 for specialty care visits and $62 for emer-
gency room services. MOAA is following up 
with the Defense Health Agency to better under-
stand the relationship between proposed medical 
billet cuts and MTF restructuring.  
Please share your concerns about how these 
changes will impact your familyðemail  
MOAA at legis@moaa.org.   For a breakdown 
of the facility changes, visit www.moaa.org/mtf-
list. 
Until next time Fair winds and following seas.   

Chapter membership recruitment is 
everybody's responsibility. Vice Pres-
ident Jonathan Reeder is spearhead-
ing the membership team. with po-
tential members and recruitment 
ideas.  We have on-line applications, 
www.atlmoaa.org and paper copies 
each board member carries with 
them  Serving always and every-
where, the team is a salute away. 

 

 

 

 

AMOAA Membership 

Fayette Veteransô Treatment Court:  Continued thanks to 
Brue Resnak as our Fayette County Veteransô Treatment 
Court Lead.  Our group continues to partner with the Eden 
Project and are quite thankful to have the organizational lead-
ership provided by Bren Briggs.  The time to make a differ-
ence in the life of a troubled veteran is now as mentors are 
needed for this court to be fully operational Our group is par-
ticularly qualified to be such mentors; consider volunteering to 
be a mentor and please make your commitment known to us. 

Need your assistance in securing guest speakers for our 
socials.   If you know of someone in your circle of friends 
or professional contacts that you believe would be a good 
guest speaker for our socials, please reach out to them and 
ask the individual to consider doing this.  There is no require-
ment to be a veteran or even represent an organization asso-
ciated with veterans.  We only ask that the individual's mes-
sage be relevant to our group.  Please provide me with the 
contact information and I will do the final coordination-thanks! 

Increasing membership continues to be an important and 
ongoing effort.  We need everyoneôs assistance in reaching 
out within your own circle of friends to find prospective mem-
bers interested in veterans' issues and sharing camarade-
rie with like-minded individuals.  Please reach out and make 
one of your friends a member of our group today! 

 

Check out AMOAA, GAMOAA an MOAA websites for the cur-
rent developments 

http://atlmoaa.org/Home   chapter website 

http://www.gamoaa.org  GAMOAA website 

http://www.moaa.org/         MOAA website 

 

Chaplain assistance call Chaplain (LTC) Paul Yuen, 

706-531-6688  

Please continue prayer for  

Chaplain (CAPT, USN) George Langhorne  

Lina Holtz, recovering from a fall 

Brad Lord  - coronavirus support, CDC 

Party time, Southside Style! 
 
Southside Satellite Socials are suspended until 
further notice, Once the Coronavirus pandemic 
passes, we will resume our social activities  
 
Village Café 
1240 Hwy 54W Suite 200 
Fayetteville, GA 30214 
770.460.7888 
 

mailto:legis@moaa.org
http://www.moaa.org/mtf-list
http://www.moaa.org/mtf-list
http://atlmoaa.org/Home
http://www.moaa.org/
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A Timely Question 

Paul Yuen AMOAA Chaplain 

Iôm currently leading a study on the Christian faith and healing at Tucker First United Methodist 
church based on the classic book written by Dr. Frank B Stanger, past president of the Asbury the-
ological Seminary, entitled, Godôs Healing Community. We usually start our study with the singing 
of hymns related to healing. One of our favorites is ñThere is a Balm in Gilead,ò a well-known Afri-
can American spiritual written by John Wesley Work II. It seems to be an answer to the questions 
expressed by the Prophet Jeremiah in Chapter 8:22 when he was among the Israelites who were in 
captivity in Babylon for 70 years. He lamented that there was no balm in Gilead and physicians to 
heal the sickness of the people. The balm of Gilead is known to has curative properties for healing. 
Jeremiah seemed hopeless, discouraged and depressed at the time.   

 

The lamentation of the prophet Jeremiah may reflect the similar sentiment with the Hebrew people 
who were in Egypt for over 400 year under the harsh task masters. They were praying and crying 
for deliverance. In Exodus 2:23, God told them that he has heard their cries and noticed their suf-
fering. Deliverance is coming. The hymn writer may has reflected the similar conditions during the 
slavery in the south. It was harsh and oppressive. People were praying and longing for freedom 
and deliverance.   

 

ñIs there a balm in Gilead?ò ñAre there physicians to heal the people in captivity?ò Jeremiah asked. 
ñYesò the hymn writer answered, ñThere is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; there is a 
balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. Donôt ever feel discouraged for Jesus is your friend.ò He 
continued.  It is certainly a message of hope over despair.We in these days are dealing with the 
dreadful situation of Coronavirus. We often wonder, where is God? When will this ordeal end? Is 
there a balm in Gilead or vaccine to prevent it from infecting us and a drug to heal those who are 
afflicted? Is there antidote for our fears and worries? Yes, we can trust the God, who answered the 
prayers and heard cries of his children in the past, to do the same for us today. He has done it be-
fore. He will do it again. I like the prayer voiced by the Rev. Max Lucado just recently:Dear Lord, 
weôre still hoping weôll wake up. Weôre still hoping weôll open a sleepy eye and think, ñWhat a horri-
ble dream. How could this have happened?ò Just a moment ago moms were packing school lunch-
es. Just a moment ago chefs were planning the dayôs menu. Just a moment ago arenas were 
noisy, brides were walking down the aisle and neighbors were discussing the weather. In just a mo-
ment, everything changed. A phantom disease invaded our peace, our plans and our security. In a 
heartbeat, our language and behaviors were upended. Even young children understand the term 
ñsocial distancing.ò ñquarantine,ò and ñCovid-19ò 

 

Grandma isnôt allowed visitors in her nursing home. Workers are telecommunicating. Zooming, and 
Skyping in their baseball caps and slippers. Handshaking and hugs have been put on indefinitely 
hold. This strange season has introduced a level of fear we havenôt seen since 9/11  Fear of what 
might come. Fear of touching. Fear of exposure. Fear of what we canôt see.  We are anxious, Fa-
ther, And so we come to you. We donôt ask for help; we beg you for it. We donôt request; we im-
plore. We know what you can do. Weôve read the accounts. Weôve pondered the stories and now 
we please, ñDo it again. Lord, do it againéò   This is the first part of his lengthy prayer. The rest 
were his reminders of what God has done for the people of the Old and New Testaments and the 
miraculous and triumph story of Resurrection. Max Lucado asked God to do it again. You can read 
his entire prayer online. Also, I would encourage you to go online to listen to some of the great mu-
sicians singing this most inspiring hymn, ñThere is a Balm in Gileadò It warms my heart and Iôm sure 
it will do the same for you. 
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GAMOAA President Paul Wingo 
  
Obviously, we are ALL in a Nation-wide Medical Emergency!  This Pandemic is real and Covid-
19 Virus is among us.  I hope you are following the latest Public Health Info in the State of Geor-
gia along with National and World health status.  Please follow CDC guidelines for best protec-
tions.  According to the Georgia Department of Public Health, many counties in GA have reported 
cases    of Corona virus.   You can follow what is happening in the state by viewing their website. 
Georgia Department of Health: http://dph.georgia.gov  
Daily Covid-19 Report: https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report  
This is updated twice daily; 1200 hrs. and 1900 hrs.. When revisiting the site, use ñrefreshò in 
your browser to get most up-to-date information. In most browsers, ñrefreshò can be done by 
pressing ñF5ò on your keyboard.  News Conference from Governor Kemp: https://
dph.georgia.gov/gov-kemp-news-conference-covid-19-update   (19 Mar 2020). 
 
1.  Since none of us are sure of when this National Heath Emergency will be contained, I am ask-
ing you All to join me in coming out of retirement for the good of our chapter members and Veter-
ans affected in your area.  As you know many should not get outside their homes at all at our ag-
es and heath related statusô.  Knowing this, I want to ask you to consider putting the same effort 
you normally put into JROTC/Commissioning at this time of year and use this energy in a differ-
ent direction.  Can you put together a roster of volunteers that would be willing to go to grocery 
store, pharmacy, etcé for your membership in need and disabled Veterans in your community.  I 
feel this is something we can do!  My daughter ordered food for our families via Kroger deliv-
ery.  She just ordered on line and picked up at store.  You can work out the logistics with your lo-
cal vendors too.  I ask you to communicate often with your chapter members, making sure they 
are good to go!  At the same time letting them know we have volunteers who are prepared to pick 
up and deliver needed supplies. 
         
2.  I am looking forward to seeing all of you in Athens in October!  I hope we will have standing 
room only!  Our MOAA National Convention is on the same weekend as our Conference.  Don 
Nau has agreed to represent GMOAA at that conference and to bring back LOEôs Awards then to 
us. 
  
3.  This is a great time to regroup, plan, write policies that we never seem to get around to do-
ing.  This is a God sent for some of us I am sure.  Since when do you have zero on your calen-
dars and are staying home.   
  
4.   We have been through much worse in our times in service.  This is why, I am excited about 
getting through this current situation and coming out on the other side of this stronger as a Na-
tion.  What an opportunity to Serve our Nation and Community once again. 
  
God Remains our Strength during all times! 
  
Still Serving, Join me, respectfully yours, 
  
Paul W. Wingo 
President 
GMOAA 
 

http://dph.georgia.gov/
https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report
https://dph.georgia.gov/gov-kemp-news-conference-covid-19-update
https://dph.georgia.gov/gov-kemp-news-conference-covid-19-update
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The Pentagon is reviewing how many 
National Guard, Reserve and Individual 
Ready Reserve troops to call up in the 
fight against coronavirus in response to 
President Donald Trumpôs executive 
order. President Trump ordered Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper to call up a yet-to-
be-determined number of ready reserve 
components to help in the countryôs re-
sponse to the fast-spreading pandemic. 
ñThis will allow us to mobilize medical 
disaster emergency response personnel 
to help wage our battle against the vi-
rus,ò Trump said in a Friday evening 
press conference. ñWe have a lot of peo-
ple, retirees, great military people, 
they're coming back in.òTrump author-
ized Esper to order units and members 
of the National Guard and Reserves and 
some Individual Ready Reserve mem-
bers to active duty "to augment forces for 
the effective response to the coronavirus 
outbreak,ò Pentagon spokesman Jona-
than Hoffman said in a statement 
emailed to reporters just after midnight. 

The Air Force expects to lose confi-
dence in the full viability of its 400 inter-
continental ballistic missiles starting in 
2026, three years before replacement 
nuclear missiles start entering the 
ground, according to a new Govern-
ment Accountability Office report.  
ñAccording to Air Force officials, as a 
result of the expected attrition of current 
field assets, the Minuteman III weapon 
system will be unable to meet full mis-
sion requirements after 2026, should 
full deployment be required,ò the March 
26 report said. ñContinued asset attri-
tion is also affecting the Minuteman III 
retirement schedule.ò  USAF expends a 
few unarmed ICBMs for testing each 
year, drawing down the stockpile while 
the Minuteman IIIôs replacement, the 
Ground-Based Strategic Deterrent, will 
not be fully available until 2036. The 
ICBM fleet has already lasted 40 years 
past its intended service life and suffers 
from parts availability and maintenance 
workforce issues. 

The Marine Corpsô inability to recruit 
enough pilots has led the commandant to 
question the F-35ôs place in the already 
budget-constrained Corpsô future plans, a 
potentially huge shift for the service that 
first fielded the Joint Strike Fighter and 
fought harder than any other service to 
build it and buy it.   ñOur continued inabil-
ity to build and sustain an adequate inven-
tory of F-35 pilots leads me to conclude 
that we must be pragmatic regarding our 
ability to supportò the program,ò Gen. Da-
vid Berger says in a blunt new 10-year 
force design plan. He calls for an external 
assessment of the aircraftôs place within 
the service relative to what heôs being 
asked to do in the National Defense Strat-
egy and the forthcoming Joint Warfighting 
Concept, a document the Joint Staff is 
expected to wrap up later this year.  Ber-
ger not only singles out pilot shortfalls, but 
also notes high costs of maintaining and 
flying the F-35B as factors heôs weighing 
ñin reconciling the growing disparity be-
tween numbers of platforms and numbers 
of aircrew.ò  
 

450 person Navy medical unit has been 
put on ñprepare to deployò orders to ship 
out to Texas and New Orleans over the 
next several days to help aid in COVID-
19 relief efforts, U.S. Northern Com-
mand announced Monday.  There are 
3,540 cases of COVID-19 across Louisi-
ana and 2712 reports of the virus in Tex-
as, according to the New York Times. 
Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards is-
sued a stay-at-home order on March 22, 
while Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has told 
Texans to avid social gatherings larger 
than 10 people.  There are worries that 
New Orleans is becoming the next epi-
center of COVID-19. Edwards warned 
ventilators could run out by April, accord-
ing to the New York Times.  ñWe still re-
main on the growth curve, the trajectory 
that we donôt like,òEdwards said, accord-
ing to the Times.  The orders to prepare 
to deploy are the latest efforts by U.S. 
Northern Command to aid in COVID-19 
relief efforts to help stem the spread of 
the virus. 
 

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/coronavirus/2020/03/12/trump-suspends-travel-between-us-and-europe-for-30-days/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/coronavirus/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/705525.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/705525.pdf
https://www.airforcemag.com/article/missile-testing-in-the-gbsd-era/
https://www.airforcemag.com/article/missile-testing-in-the-gbsd-era/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2020/03/30/us-military-may-be-hunkered-down-by-covid-19-but-shooting-war-continues-in-ukraine/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2020/03/30/us-military-may-be-hunkered-down-by-covid-19-but-shooting-war-continues-in-ukraine/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html
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The Rev. Dr. Paul L. Yeun is a re-
tired United Methodist Church 
minister and a full member of West 
Ohio Annual Conference. He is a 
graduate of Azusa Pacific Univer-
sity and Asbury Theological Semi-
nary. He earned his Doctor of Min-
istry degree from Lexington Theo-
logical Seminary majoring in pas-
toral care and counseling. He 
Served 10 years in parishes, 20 
years in the US Air Force chap-
laincy and 18 years as the Director 
of Pastoral Services at Chambers-
burg Hospital and WellSpan 
Health formerly Summit Health in 
Pennsylvania. He has served as  
adjunct professor at Pittsburgh, 
Palmer and Winebrenner Theolog-
ical Seminaries in Pennsylvania. 
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AMOAA Board of Directors Meet-
ing 
 
April 15, 2020, 1130-1300  
using conferencecall.com 
All members are welcome to call in 
and participate.  Call 515-604-9097.  
Use access code 215017  

AMOAA Luncheons 
will resume once the all 
clear for COVID 19 is 
announced  
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!ah!! {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ 

       нлнл 5ǳŜǎ  

           aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ 

         ¢ƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ ah!! 

       tΦhΦ .ƻȄ псуром 

                    !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΣ D! оммпс 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ 

b!a9Υ  ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ w!bYΥ  ψψψψψψψψψψψψψ .w!b/I hC {9w±L/9Υ  ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

{¢!¢¦{Υ  ό   ύ w9¢Lw95   ό   ύ !/¢L±9     ό   ύw9{9w±9    ό   ύ b!¢Lhb![ D¦!w5   ό   ύ Chwa9w hCCL/9w    ό   ύ²L5h² 

5!¢9 /haaL{{Lhb95Υψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ {th¦{9Υψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

Iha9 tIhb9ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ9-a!L[ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

wh¢/ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇκ!ǿŀǊŘ CǳƴŘ 

!ah!!Ωǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ Wwh¢/ /ŀŘŜǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ-ōƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ϷмлτǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ                  Ϸнл 

Wwh¢/κwh¢/ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇκ!ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ                 Ϸψψψψψψψψψψ 

                     ¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ƴŎƭƻǎŜŘΥ   Ϸψψψψψψψψψψψ 

¸ƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅϥǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀȄ    ŘŜπ

ŘǳŎǝōƭŜ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴΦ   

MOAA Timeline 

October 23-25, 2020  MOAA Annual Convention 

GAMOAA Planning Meeting 

October 23-25, 2020 GAMOAA Annual Convention, 

Athens, GA 

Primary and General Election Voting timeline 
 
Georgia primary election, April 3, 2020 
 
General election, November 3, 2020 



 

8 

 

Atlanta MOAA E-Connection             Volume III 

 

Atlanta Chapter of MOAA, Inc 

PO Box 468531          

Atlanta, GA 31146 

 


